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s p l a s h  i n t o  r e a d i n g !

rising 2nd graders

we look forward to diving into these
books with you at the start of the

school year!

M s .  y o u n g  &  m s .  k e l l y

write 3 sentences about the
important events from the beginning,

middle, and end of the book.

Choose either: 
Mercy Watson to the rescue by: Chris van dusen

freddie ramos makes a splash by: jacqueline jules



Summer Reading
Third Grade

Bring your book with you on the first day of school.

We’ll explore The Lemonade War through Project-
Based Learning in:

Economics: learn how money and businesses work!
Science: explore states of matter and temperature!
Measurement: practice math skills using real-world scenarios!
Reading Comprehension: dig deeper into characters, plot, and
themes!

Read The Lemonade War by Jacqueline Davies

Happy reading and see you soon!

-Your 3  Grade Teachersrd

This exciting story about siblings, business battles, and lemonade
stands will set the stage for an awesome start to 3  grade!rd

Welcome incoming third graders! 
Your summer assignment:



WAG INTO A WONDERFUL SUMMER OF READING!

      SAINT JAMES CATHEDRAL SCHOOL’S 4  GRADE
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE; BECAUSE OF 

TH

WINN- DIXIE

We cannot wait to explore
this “sweet” novel with you!

Blessings,
4th Grade Team

Dive into the wonderful
world of Because of
Winn-Dixie by Kate
DiCamillo

A heartwarming story
about a girl, a dog,
and the friendships
that change her life

We will be discussing
this book our first week
in 4  Grade in
literature circles
featuring sweet tea
and special snacks.

th

Make sure to read your
novel and come to
class prepared for a
lively discussion! 



Read “The Magician’s Nephew” this
summer and we’ll kick off 5th grade
with a fun unit study and end with a

creative project.
 Be ready to discuss it in the first

week of school! 

“The Magicians nephew” by c.s. lewis

5TH GRADE 
SUMMER READING CHALLENGE

St. James Cathedral School

Join young Digory and Polly as they stumble into mysterious

worlds, meet the powerful lion, Aslan, and witness the very

beginning of Narnia. Talking animals, wicked queens, and magical

rings await in this thrilling adventure! 



6th Grade Summer Reading Assignment: PICK ONE 
Take, at minimum, 3 handwritten notes per chapter in your required composition notebook.  On August 20, 2026, 

you will have a test on the book you select.  You will be allowed to reference your notes during the test. 

You will receive an assignment grade for your notes and an assessment grade for your test. 

 

1.  A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park     720 Historical Fiction 
A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two 
eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is 
fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two 
trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the “lost boys” of 
Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search for their 
families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to 
attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, 
and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 
Includes an afterword by author Linda Sue Park and the real-life Salva Dut, on 
whom the novel is based, and who went on to found Water for South Sudan. 

 
2. Ghost by Jason Reynolds            730L Realistic Fiction 

Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost 
has been running for the wrong reasons—it all started with running away from his 
father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and his mother through 
their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, 
Ghost has been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until he 
meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural 
talent. If Ghost can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he could be the best 
sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally 
catch up to him? 

   
 

3. Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea      560L Realistic Fiction 
It’s the start of a new year at Snow Hill School, and seven students find themselves 
thrown together in Mr. Terupt’s fifth grade class. There’s . . . Jessica, the new girl, 
smart and perceptive, who’s having a hard time fitting in; Alexia, a bully, your friend 
one second, your enemy the next; Peter, class prankster and troublemaker; Luke, 
the brain; Danielle, who never stands up for herself; shy Anna, whose home 
situation makes her an outcast; and Jeffrey, who hates school. They don’t have 
much in common, and they’ve never gotten along. Not until a certain new teacher 
arrives and helps them to find strength inside themselves—and in each other. But 
when Mr. Terupt suffers a terrible accident, will his students be able to remember 
the lessons he taught them? Or will their lives go back to the way they were 
before—before fifth grade and before Mr. Terupt? 

 



7th Grade Summer Reading Assignment: PICK ONE 
Take, at minimum, 3 handwritten notes per chapter in your required composition notebook.  On August 20, 2026, 

you will have a test on the book you select.  You will be allowed to reference your notes during the test. 

You will receive an assignment grade for your notes and an assessment grade for your test. 

 

1.  The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill     640L Historical Fiction 
Every year, the people of the Protectorate leave a baby as an offering to the witch 
who lives in the forest. They hope this sacrifice will keep her from terrorizing their 
town. But the witch in the Forest, Xan, is kind. She shares her home with a wise 
Swamp Monster and a Perfectly Tiny Dragon. Xan rescues the children and 
delivers them to welcoming families on the other side of the forest, nourishing the 
babies with starlight on the journey. One year, Xan accidentally feeds a baby 
moonlight instead of starlight, filling the ordinary child with extraordinary magic.  
Xan decides she must raise this girl, whom she calls Luna, as her own. As Luna’s 
thirteenth birthday approaches, her magic begins to emerge, with dangerous 
consequences. Meanwhile, a young man from the Protectorate is determined to 
free his people by killing the witch. Deadly birds with uncertain intentions flock 
nearby. A volcano, quiet for centuries, rumbles just beneath the earth’s surface.  
And the woman with the Tiger’s heart is on the prowl . . .. 
 

 
2. Ground Zero by Alan Gatz       690L Historical Fiction 

September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 
107th floor of the World Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the 
tower, creating a fiery nightmare of terror and confusion. And Brandon is in the 
middle of it all. Can he survive -- and escape? 
September 11, 2019, Afghanistan: Reshmina has grown up in the shadow of war, 
but she dreams of peace and progress. When a battle erupts in her village, 
Reshmina stumbles upon a wounded American soldier named Taz. Should she help 
Taz -- and put herself and her family in mortal danger? 
Two kids. One devastating day. Nothing will ever be the same. 
 

   
3. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton       750 L Realistic Fiction 

No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things 
figured out. He knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he 
knows that he can count on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, 
like Johnny and Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a 
vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up on “greasers” like 
Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things too 
far.  
 



8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment: PICK ONE 
Take, at minimum, 3 handwritten notes per chapter in your required composition notebook.  On August 20, 2026, 

you will have a test on the book you select.  You will be allowed to reference your notes during the test. 

You will receive an assignment grade for your notes and an assessment grade for your test. 

 

1.  Son by Lois Lowry        720L Realistic Fiction 
They called her Water Claire. When she washed up on their shore, no one knew 
that she came from a society where emotions and colors didn’t exist. 
That she had become a Vessel at age thirteen. That she had carried a Product at 
age fourteen. That it had been stolen from her body. Claire had a son. But what 
became of him she never knew. What was his name? Was he even alive? She was 
supposed to forget him, but that was impossible. Now Claire will stop at nothing to 
find her child, even if it means making an unimaginable sacrifice. 
  

 
 
 

2. Refugee by Alan Gatz        800L Historical Fiction 
JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of 
concentration camps looming, he and his family board a ship bound for the other 
side of the world.  ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing 
her country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America. 
MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and 
destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe. All three kids go on 
harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers -- from 
drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And 
although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, 
shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end. 
 

   
3. Serafina and the Black Cloak by Robert Beatty     890L Historical Fiction 

Serafina has never had a reason to disobey her pa and venture beyond the grounds 
of Biltmore Estate. There’s plenty to explore in her grand home, although she must 
take care to never be seen. None of the rich folk upstairs know that Serafina exists; 
she and her pa, the estate’s maintenance man, have secretly lived in the basement 
for as long as Serafina can remember. But when children at the estate start 
disappearing, only Serafina knows who the culprit is:a terrifying man in  a black 
cloak who stalks Biltmore’s corridors at night. Following her own harrowing escape, 
Serafina risks everything by joining forces with Braeden Vanderbilt, the young 
nephew of Biltmore’s owners. Braeden and Serafina must uncover the Man  in the 
Black Cloak’s true identity…before all of the children vanish one by one. 
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