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90 years have  
chosen St. James.
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ST. JAMES CATHEDRAL SCHOOL ENRICHES THE LIVES OF STUDENTS IN PRE-K3 THROUGH 8TH GRADE. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO TOUR OUR CAMPUS, VISIT STJCS.COM OR CALL (407) 841-4432.
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While the look of 
the classrooms 
and campus 
may have 

changed over the past 90 
years, what has remained 
the same is our solid 
Catholic foundation.  

Over the summer 
of 2017, our 
Window Project 
was completed. 

This project provided an 
updated look while still 
preserving the historic 
integrity of the building, and 
most importantly allowed 
for better energy efficiency                  

and improved safety. As 
the year moved forward, 
we continued to enhance 
our campus by resurfacing 
our main playground area, 
updating our preschool 
classrooms, and beginning 
our elevator/lift project. 

In addition, our students 
participated in several 
off-campus service 
projects at places such 

as Bishop Grady Villas and 
Clean the World. Each week, 
the students participated in 
our on-campus Masses by 
serving as readers, singers, 
ushers, and altar servers. 

Academically, our students,    
in all grade levels, continue    
to flourish. 

S t. James Cathedral 
School is a ministry 
of the church that 
serves God’s beautiful 

children and prepares them 
to go out and to serve others. 
I am excited to share our 
updates and successes and 
blessed to be a part of this 
special journey. 2017-2018 
was an amazing year! I hope 
you enjoy this edition of our 
annual report.  

THIS YEAR, OUR 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY WAS 
A CELEBRATION OF 
OUR PAST. NEXT YEAR, 
WE CONTINUE TO 
HONOR OUR HISTORY 
AND CELEBRATE OUR 
PRESENT AND FUTURE.

PRINCIPAL 
DAWN HELWIG, M.A., M.Ed.

Serving St. James Cathedral School 
and our families since 2007.

GREETINGS
FROM OUR
PRINCIPAL
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St. James  
Cathedral School  
was established in  
1928 as a ministry 

of St. James Cathedral.  As 
a parish school, we exist as 
an extension of the church 
community aiding in the 
formation of its parishioners 
and the community at large. 

Here at St. James,      
we employ a 
dedicated faculty 
who work diligently 

to offer challenging and 
innovative instruction. 
Learning extends beyond the 
school day, as SJCS continues 
to provide many educational 
and extra-curricular activities 
to nourish the whole child. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR
Athletics
Clubs & Organizations:

Altar Servers
Art Club & Fine Arts
Band & Choir Club
Boys & Girl Scouts
Chess Club
Drama Club
Liturgical Choir
National Junior Honor Society
Community Service 

EDUCATIONAL & ELECTIVE 
Advanced Technology
ALPHA/Gifted
Art
Drama
Foreign Language – Spanish
Media
Physical Education
Reading Counts
STREAM

2017-2018 
SCHOOL PROFILE 

Number of Students: 
501

 
Number of Families:  

311
 

Number of St. James 
Cathedral Families: 

59% 



2017-2018 ANNUAL REPORT |  STJCS.COM    5

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STREAM COURSE OPTIONS 

2D Art Graphic Design
Building the Ancient Pyramids
Codecraft Lab
Design It!
G.E.A.R. 
     (Get Excited About Robotics)
Hollywood Bound
Junior Thespians
Lake Ecology & Citizen Science
Orlando Science Center Presents
Our Faith Through Art & Film
Panther Peer Leaders

AFTER SCHOOL PAID
ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

Art
Chess
Coding
Cooking
Dance
Engineering
Martial Arts
Piano
TGA Golf
Violin

Pictured in this photo 
are students who have 
attended St. James 
since Kindergarten.

St. James was responsible for the strong faith-based education that 
not only helped me in my high school years, but also through 
college, graduate school, and my professional career. As a second 
generation family educated at St James, it was nice to see the 
campus again and meet some of the faculty and renew friendships. 
- JOHN GIORGIANNI, CLASS OF 1963
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Today’s Catholic 
School Principal 
holds a vital 
seat, ensuring 

the commitment, 
quality, and execution 
of operating a highly 
effective Catholic 
educational institution. 
This is done through 
strategic partnerships 
that extend throughout 
the community to 
ensure common 
goals, commitments, 
and dedications are 
aligned to achieve top 
performance results at 
St. James Cathedral 
School.  

The School Advisory 
Board is a consultative 
body to the Principal 
acting on behalf of the 
total school community. 
As a volunteer-based 
group, the Board 

assists in reviewing 
policies formulated 
by the school 
Principal and offering 
recommendations on 
the overall operation 
and functioning of 

the school.  This body 
advises the Principal 
concerning the 
programs at St. James  
Cathedral School, 
subject to regulations 
of Canon Law and the 
directives of the Diocese 
of Orlando, and the  
St. James Cathedral 
Rector.  

ADVISORY
BOARD

SCHOOL

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS ENSURE 
COMMITMENT TO QUALITY & EXECUTION.

ADMINISTRATION
Dawn Helwig, M.A., M.Ed.
Principal

Anthony Gutierrez, M.S.
Assistant Principal

Merry Harrison, M.S.
Guidance Counselor

BOARD MEMBERS
Marvin Snyder, President
Fr. Miguel Gonzalez, Rector
Fr. Martin Nguyen
Elisha Gonzalez-Bonnewitz
Amanda Brady
Timothy Flaherty
Cristina Garcia
Charles JeBailey
Dan Markiewicz
Margaret McAfee
Ben Pierce
Karen Ledesma-Sanchez
Joe Schultz
Scott Ugucconi
Rick Wilson
Ed Wolpert
Mar Zeitler

USEFUL LINKS

stjcs.com/our-team

stjcs.com/advisory-board
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FACULTY
& STAFF 
Staff
Jorge Borja
Ana Crowe
Keith Gibson
Debbie Krazit
Maria Marcano
Anne Pellegrino
Linda Puntel
Anthony Rodriguez
Linda Shaughnessy
Michael Walker
Lisa Watson
Jean Wilkes 

Teachers &  
Assistants
Doreen Anderson
Gloria Arango-Mejia
Patty Archambault
Carrie Bailey
Stephanie Barksdale
Charlotte Becker
Ann Marie Bridges
Mary Lou Briggs
Judy Bright
Mark Bruno
Marta Carroll 
Anna Lee Cathcart
Danielle Cole
Marianne Coutu
Luly Cueto-Lauridsen
Kelli D’Amato
Mark Danner
Nicole DiLoreto
Ranata Farnell
Susan Fay
Chelsi Garfalo
Annemarie Gibson
Ivette Gomez
Rachel Gutierrez
Michael Jennings
Vicki Jensen
Erin Kelly
Claudia Lefkowitz
Alyssa Lutz
Laura McDonald
Judy Mendez

THE STORY OF OUR  
TABEBUIA TREE

Just to the right of our school’s 
entrance, you can see our 

Tabebuia tree standing strong on 
the grounds of our main campus. 

This tree was planted by 
students in our 2018 graduating 

class when they were 
Kindergarteners.

Each spring, this tree blossoms 
with vibrant yellow flowers only 

seen for about four weeks in 
March before fading back into the 

landscape.

The yellow color of the flowers 
are a symbol of light and purity. 
It speaks of youth, happiness, 

hospitality, love, and benevolence.

Fr. Martin Nguyen
Marcia Ochinero
Peter Odenbach
Tania Pas-Santana
Susan Quinones
Jackie Ramsey
Josie Reeves
Kristana Reitz
Lisa Robinson
Mahassen Rusnak
Elizabeth Sayers-O’Neill
Marisol Searles
Joseph Sharkey
Melisa Stobie
Carlee Tabor
Robin Urena
Juan Valentin
Lisa Watson
Christi Willard
Liz Zeitler
Kelly Zimmerman

After School  
Counselors
Gloria Arango-Mejia
Patty Archambault
Danielle Cole
Ilene Fallot
Judy Mendez
Iris Ramos
Michelle Ramos
Jennifer Reber
Julie Santiago
Glenda Soto
Gabrielle Williams

Welcome New 
Team Members!
James Brady
Courtney Byrnes
Caroline Cail
Sonia Ceratti
Jamie Gutweniger
Cassandra Henry
Jennifer McMullen
Judith Mendez
Tania Pas-Santana
Christine Redfearn
Elizabeth Tompkins
Amy Ward
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ST. JAMES AT A GLANCE

100%
of our teachers are certified 

by Florida Department of 
Education

8-2-1
Eight teachers hold advanced 
degrees(Masters)’ 2 of our teachers and 
1 of our teacher assistants are alumni

16:1
The student to 
teacher ratio.

16 YEARS
Our teachers average sixteen years of 
teaching experience.

BISHOP MOORE CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL VS. OTHER SCHOOLS

75%
of students will attend

Bishop Moore

25%
will attend Private, Charter, 

Public or Other Schools

AFTER SCHOOL &
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
The After School Program serves our SJCS 
families, while Camp Blue summer camp 
serves families throughout Central Florida.

167 55

241 245

 After School
Registrations

Pain Enrichment 
Registrations

Camp Blue
Registrations

Spring Break Fest ’18 
Registrants

DRAMA/FINE ARTS PROGRAM
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DRAMA/FINE ARTS PROGRAM
The St. James Cathedral School Drama Program 

had a wonderful 2017-2018 School Year!

Afterschool Drama Program presented 
Cinderella and Seussical 

Kindergarten & Second Grade presented 
Dr. Seuss’ The Sneetches

1st & 3rd Grade presented The Lorax

4th & 5th Grade presented Horton Hears a Who!

JUNIOR THESPIANS

DISTRICT RESULTS

STATE RESULTS

3 students received Superior & Critics Choice
30 students received Superior Awards
28 students received Excellent Awards

3 students received Superior & Critics Choice
31 students received Superior Awards
17 students received Excellent Awards

2 students received Superior & Critics Choice
21 students received Superior Awards
9 students received Excellent Awards

AWARDS & 
RECOGNITION
SJCS students excel in multiple areas be it 
academics, athletics, community service, 
or the arts.  They share these gifts not only 
within the confines of our school, but with the 
community at large.  We are very proud of all our students 
who have received awards or recognitions throughout the 
year, and those have tried something new.

8TH GRADE INDUCTEES 
Katerina A.
Sofia C.
Evelyn C.
Calla C.
Norah F.
Charlene G.
Carlie G.

Sophia G.
Michelle H.
Peter L.
Kheeno L.
Lauren P.
Sophia S.
Joseph T.  

7TH GRADE INDUCTEES 
Shannon B.
Rachel B.
Gabriella G.
Bryce G.
Hannah I.
Nicholas L.
Mason L.
Matthew L.

Palmer M.
Tyler P.
Pablo S.
Liam T.
Adriana T.
Kate W.
Thomas W.
Elijah Z.

INDUCTEE RECITAL
In front of all here today, I promise to maintain high scholastic standing,
To endeavor intelligently and courageously to be a leader, 
To give of myself freely in service to others, and 
To hold, as fundamental and worthy, an untarnished character; 
So that in doing so, I will be a credit to my school and the 
National Junior Honor Society.  

In its inaugural year, the SJCS National Junior Honor Society inducted  
30 members which are selected from the 7th and 8th grade using the Five 
Standards: Scholarship, Service, Leadership, Character, and Citizenship. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Mark Bruno, Anna Lee Cathcart, Rachel Gutierrez, Kristana Reitz, 
Christi Willard, Marcia Ochinero (Sponsor).

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY

DISNEY DREAMER & 
DOER
Gabby G. and Eva B.

LIGHT UP PUERTO RICO
Litza P.

THE VFW’S PATRIOT’S 
PEN AWARD
Charlene G, Peter L., and Ameila S.

GEOGRAPHY BEE
Champion:  Liam T

SJCS SPELLING BEE
Champion:  Charlene G.

NATIONAL SPELLING BEE
Norah F. – 8th Grade
Shannon B., Pablo S., and Liam T. – 
7th Grade

NATIONAL HISTORY BEE 
QUALIFIERS
9 students named National Qualifiers
3 students name Regional Finalists

THE DIOCESAN FINE ARTS 
EXTRAVAGANZA
8 students awarded 3rd place or above

WINTER PARK ARTS 
FESTIVAL
2 students received Awards of Merit



It is my privilege to 
serve together with our 
dedicated faculty and 
staff members who 

have answered God’s call 
to serve you and respond 
to our mission to provide 
academic and spiritual 
development to our children.  
The students at St. James 
have the opportunity to be 
in a learning environment in 
which they can encounter 
the Good News of Jesus and 
reach academic excellence.  
We empower our students 

to have faith in what they 
are doing; we teach them to 
believe in themselves and to 
pursue their God-given talents.  

Our commitment 
to excellence in 
instruction, service, 
activities offered and 

facilities never stops!   It is with 
the generosity of our families, 
friends and benefactors that 
we can continue to provide for 
the needs for our students. In 
the pages that follow, please 
allow us to share all the 
wonderful accomplishments 
from the past year.  

I gratefully acknowledge the 
good work we achieved, and 
look forward to the many 
ways we will work together 

in 2018-19 school year. May 
our generous God reward you 
for your faith, your fidelity, and 
your dedication.  

OUR FAITH
ST. JAMES

by Fr. Miguel Gonzalez, Rector
St. James Cathedral

CATHOLIC
BLESSINGS

SCHOOL MASS
Every Wednesday, Mass is held on campus 

and families gather to worship and 
celebrate the word of God.

FISH FRY
During Lent, the school held two fish frys in 
partnership with the Knights of Columbus.

PALM BURNING
This year, our students participated in palm 
burning. The ashes were then used for Ash 

Wednesday Mass.

PET BLESSING
An annual event where we celebrate 
St. Francis Assisi on school campus.
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OUR FAITH

In addition to our 
grade service 
projects, our students 
also supported the 

community by donating 
48 hours of their time to 
The Commons, an elder 
care facility and 141 
hours to Bishop Grady 
Villas, a community of 
adults with intellectual 
disabilities.

CANNED GOODS
Over 4,000 canned 
goods were donated to 
the Christian Service 
Center during the 
Souper Bowl Sunday 
Food Drive. This annual 

event not only helps a 
wonderful cause, but 
brings a fun, friendly 
competition between 
the Catholic schools 
throughout the Diocese.

PEANUT BUTTER & MORE
Students collected 
over 13 boxes of 

peanut butter this year. 
Additionally, our school 
collected items such 
as shoes and socks 
throughout the year 
which were sent to 
our Diocesan Mission. 
These items were 
distributed to our sister 
parish in San Juan. 

COMMUNITY
SERVICE

GIVING BACK

Wednesday, February 1, 2018 was our school-wide “Day of Service”  
where each grade focused on a different service project.

SERVICE
PROJECTS

Grades PreK-1:  1 hour
Created Valentine’s Day cards for 
children at Florida Hospital.

Grades 2-3:  2 hours
Packed items for Coalition for 
the Homeless.

Grades 4-5:  2 hours 
Packed items for  
Catholic Charities.

Grade 6:  3 hours
Assisted at Second Harvest. 

Grade 7:  4 hours
Landscaped and repaired the 
volleyball court at San Pedro 
Retreat Center.

Grade 8:  4 hours
Cleaned facilities and performed 
for residents at Bishop Grady 
Villas.

For it is in giving 
that we receive.

- Francis di Assisi
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I             n 1892, St. Katharine 
Drexel’s sister, Elizabeth 
Drexel, commissioned 
French artisans to make 

the Stations of the Cross for 
the chapel at St. Frances de 
Sales High School (a.k.a. 
“Castle Rock”) in Powhatan 
County, Virginia.  The school 
was named after St. Drexel’s 
father Frances. The high School 
was created to educate girls 
in the underserved American 
Indian and African American 
communities in the area.  The 
school was open until 1970.

St. Katharine’s other 
sister, Louise Drexel 
Morrell, also joined her 
efforts in educating 

these communities by opening 
a second school named St. 
Emma Military Academy for 
Boys.  The campus covered 
over 2,200 acres. When the 
schools closed, the Stations 
were relocated to the Sisters 

of the Blessed Sacrament’s 
Mother house – The 
Shrine of Katharine Drexel 
in Philadelphia, PA. St. 
Katharine Drexel founded the 
order in 1891.  The Stations 
have resided in the chapel 
there until December 17, 2017 
at 12:30 p.m.  At this time, the 
final Mass was celebrated in 
the chapel.

Dr. Bill Mills, a parent 
of an alumni, 
attended the closing 
Mass and spoke with 

the Sisters. He requested 
to bring the Stations to St. 
James Cathedral School. 
At the time, the Stations 
had already been assigned 
to another individual. 
However, Dr. Mills received 
an unexpected call that the 
decision had been made to 
allow him to take ownership 
of the Stations.

Upon receipt of the Stations 
of the Cross,  Dr. Mills 
lovingly restored the 
wooden frames.  The 

centerpiece of each Station 
is created by oil paintings on 
porcelain.  They are in their original 
state. Thank you to Dr. Mills for this 
beautiful gift of our Catholic history.  
It is a true honor for St. James to 
become the next stewards of these 
Stations of the Cross.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

FEATURED DONATION

HISTORIC STATIONS OF THE CROSS ARE LOCATED 
ON CAMPUS IN THE SCHOOL’S CHAPEL.

SAINT KATHARINE DREXEL, S.B.S.

GENEROUSLY DONATED BY DR. BILL MILLS

GRANDPARENTS DAY CELEBRATION
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On Friday, February 2, 2018 we welcomed our grandparents to 
campus.  It is an honor for our Administration and students to 
host this very special group in our community.  For many of us, 
grandparents started the tradition of Catholic education in our 
homes.  The day was filled with a beautiful Mass celebrated 
in the Assembly Hall, a fun slide show presentation of the 
students, lunch on the green field, tours of the school, and 
professional photographs for our grandparents. The celebration 
could not happen without the countless volunteers who work 
tirelessly to make this such a special experience for all those 
involved.  A special “thank you” to Carrie Conti and Wendy 
Thomson who co-chair this event and their amazing team of 
volunteers.

OUR ANNUAL EVENT CELEBRATED 
OVER 700 ATTENDEES THIS YEAR.

GRANDPARENTS DAY CELEBRATION

SAVE
THE
DATE

 
Join us on  

Friday, February 1, 2019

for Grandparents Day 

Celebration!
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YOUR FUNDS
HARD AT WORK

Your donations are hard at work at SJCS. Monies have been raised for 
several projects this past year. Maintaining an updated and efficient 
facility is a priority in a 90 year old building.

FACILITIES
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PLAYGROUND
RESURFACING

Thanks to the generosity 
of countless donors 
who supported our 
Boosterthon and 
Gala, we were able to 
resurface the main 

school playground. Our students 
use the area daily as they enjoy 
God’s gifts of friendship, nature, 
and fitness. The new foundation 
is a poured-in-place surface that 
provides a high degree of safety and 
is environmentally friendly.

TOTAL COST:  $73,000
 
The playground resurface was 
completed in April 2018.

Walking the halls of St James after 37 
years with my class it all came rushing 
back. The memories were all here. The 
bonds seemed stronger and the concern 
of our teacher had never faltered. For two 
years this was my school and it shaped 
the person I am today. I hope every child 
that walks these halls knows how special 
it is to be a student of St James Cathedral 
School. It is truly special and my favorite 
place in the world. I am forever proud to 
call this my school. 

 - KEVIN EWEN, CLASS OF 1981

MAIN BUILDING
ELEVATOR
PROJECT

TOTAL PROJECTED COST:  
$200,000  
The elevator/lift project is anticipated 
to be completed in fall 2018.

A vision and dream two 
years in the making, 
the elevator/lift project 
truly exemplifies the 
phrase “where there’s 
a will, there’s a way.” 

Numerous hours of meetings, 
planning, teamwork, praying, 
organizing, and fundraising came 
to fruition when the project broke 
ground in summer 2018. There’s 
a lot of logistics to renovate a 90-
year old building, but nothing the St. 
James community working together 
couldn’t overcome! The lift would 
not be a reality without the incredibly 
kind donations and sacrifices made 
by benefactors who supported the 
Annual Fund. These gifts of the heart 
combined with careful budgeting 
enabled the initiative. Students and 
visitors alike now have the ability 
to access our second floor in an 

alternate way than was possible 
for the last 90 years. For one of 
our current learners, Joshua S., 
this gift truly provides the lift he 
needed to walk the journey with 
his peers.  
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Our school’s 
working capital 
is comprised of 
97% self-funded 

revenue and 3% parish 
subsidy. It is through the 
continued generosity of 
our supporters that SJCS 
has been able to continue 
to grow through our self-
funding initiatives. Our 
enrollment has increased 
helping to strengthen our 
financial capital through 
tuition and fees. Fundraising 

efforts have achieved 
new heights this year 
and are a direct reflection 
of the excitement 
our SJCS families, 
parishioners, corporate 
sponsors, and community 
supporters have about 
the future of SJCS. These 
accomplishments would 
not be possible without 
the love and continued 
support we are blessed to 
experience every year. 

FINANCIALS

Our school’s funding is the lifeline to building 
our academic and spiritual foundation.

82% - Tuition & Fees

Upta debitatquo quame eicti ium quo de audanit, nima 
ne nus, ipsam et la

Ihillaut volectem. Lest que volorporum eos sunt.

Equodisquo modia dolupta tusciatiur maionsequis aut.

INCOME

9% - Fundraising & Development

6% - All Other

3% - Parish Subsidy

83% - Instructional

Upta debitatquo quame eicti ium quo de audanit, nima 
ne nus, ipsam et la

Ihillaut volectem. Lest que volorporum eos sunt.

EXPENSE

12% - Facilities & Administrative

5% - Capital Improvement

INVESTING
IN SJCS
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GIVING TUESDAY 
FUN RUN

#SJCSFUTURE

688 Donations
$61,000 Raise

First Place Winning Class
Mrs. Charlotte Becker (3rd Grade) 

Social Media Contest Winners
Larke E.  – 1st Place
Austin R. – 2nd Place
Marie C. – 3rd Place

For the first time 100% of the 
proceeds from our Fun Run 
went directly to the school 
and this project. 

GTFR COMMITTEE  
 
CO-CHAIRS:
Dan Markiewicz 
Julie Markiewicz 

Committee Members:
Ana Crowe
Diane Perez
CJ Rodriguez 

THANK YOU TO  
OUR SPONSORS! 

Chemical Systems
deBeaubian, Knight, Simmons,  
     Mantzaris, and Neal LLP
Jim Henson Family
Modern Woodman of America
Munch Organically
Paradise Island Café, Inc.
Orlando Ear Nose & Throat
Realty Executives – Jen Dollar
Trial Pro – The Trial Professionals
Vestal & Wiler
Walsh Banks
Wish for Heros

The inaugural Giving 
Tuesday Fun Run was 
a combination social 
media campaign 

and fun run. For the first time 
the school reached out to our 
extended family on social media 
to raise monies for  
a worthy cause.  

Our social media campaign was 
coupled with our student fun run.  
The entire St. James community 
had a way to be involved.  The 
funds raised this year went 
directly to our “Elevator/Lift” 
project.  A much needed addition 

to our main school building, the 
lift will allow students, parents, or 
guest with physical disabilities to 
have access to the second floor.   

Our inaugural Giving Tuesday 
campaigns raised $61,000 towards 
this effort.  For the first time 100%  
of the proceeds from our Fun Run 
went directly to the school and  
this project. 

Thank you to the many volunteers 
who helped us make Giving 
Tuesday Fun Run a success.  We 
couldn’t have done it without you. 

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A DAY MAKES!
GIVING TUESDAY FUN RUN
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STATS
144 Players / 36 Teams

$48,000 Raised
19 Sponsors

2017 COMMITTEE
Marvin Snyder – Co-Chair
Rob Thomson – Co-Chair

Brian Battles
Karl Brown
Mike Buell

Stephan Jacobs
Dina Janicke

Charles JeBailey
Margaret McAfee

Aimee Moreno
Elizabeth O’Neill

CJ Rodriguez
Amy Sweeney

Brenda Sweeney

VOLUNTEERS
Members of the SJCS Panther 
Parents Association.  Thank 
you to all our SJCS Panther 

Parents for your help.

T he 29th Annual St. James 
Golf Tournament was held at 
the Historic Dubsdread Golf 
Course on Friday, October 

27, 2018.  Each year the tournament 
raises monies for families that are 
experiencing financial hardships or 
personal crisis and this year’s event 
raised over $48,000 for our families.  
The tournament included a field of 144 
players and countless volunteers. We 
are especially thankful for our 2017 
Golf Committee for their help.  

Thank you to all those 
individuals and organizations 
that made this tournament 
a success. The McCormick 

Cup trophy, which represents Fr. John 
McCormick’s love of helping and 
serving our children, was awarded to 
the 1st Place Winners: Ignacio A., Mike 
Lawrence, Anthony Moreno, and Brant 
M.  Replica trophies will be given to 
the 1st thru 3rd Place winners.  The 
McCormick Cup is a perpetual cup and 
will be kept at St. James Cathedral 
School.  

29TH ANNUAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

FINANCIALS

DONORS
City Fire, Wahlburgers, Honest John’s – 

The Buell Family
CR Branding & Design

Direct One – Jeff Lauridsen
KGNA Solutions, Inc. - Kevin Kulikowski

Lexus of Orlando
Oley’s Restaurant

GIFTS IN KIND
CR Branding & Design 

Oley’s Kitchen and Smokehouse
Wahlburgers

Yuengling

RAFFLE PRIZE 
DONORS

Aimee Moreno
Ana Crowe

Arnold Frankie
Bishop Moore Catholic 

High School
Caitlyn Shelby

Carwash Palace
Chick Fil A
Corkcicle

CYS Sports Program
Dubsdread Historic 

Golf Course
Elizabeth O’Neill
Flippers Pizza
Golf Academy

Margaret McAfee
Marvin Snyder

Orange Tree Golf Course
Nova Kondo

PAC Sports Program
Road Runner’s Express Car Wash

Rob Thomson
Sandra Cardona
Stephen Jacobs

The Strand
Wahburgers

Mike & Gina Buell

SPONSORS
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SPONSORS
GOLF SHIRT

Landform of Central Florida Inc.

GOLF HAT
Orlando RV – An RVOne Superstore

GOLF TOWEL
iVenture Solutions

GOLF COOLER
Foundry Commercial

LUNCH
Marjon Construction

BEVERAGE
Automated Buildings Inc.

GOLF BALL
Iberia Bank

BIRDIE
Akerman

Bishop Moore Catholic High School
Dr. Colin Condron and Family

Launch That
Realty Executives – 

Jen Dollar Broker/Owner
Sena-Tech

Stephen J. Jacobs, PLLC 
The Halladay – Glynn Family

PAR
De Beaubian, Knight, Simmons, Mantzaris, 

Neal LLP
Newsome and Melton

The Markiewicz & Ward Families
Village Original – The Grilli Family

SAVE THE DATE
Join us for our 

30th Annual 
Golf Tournament 

on October 26, 2018.
For information, visit

www.stjcs.com/golf or
contact golf@stjcs.com.



and finally dessert and dancing 
in a lounge setting alongside 
beautifully displayed historical 
prints ... it was an unforgettable 
evening. So many of our alumni 
and parents of alumni attended 
the event this year.  It was a 
joyous occasion to welcome 
many of our families back home 
to St. James. The proceeds 
from the event went towards 

the playground resurfacing project,  
a new swing set, and sun shade. 
Thank you to the Dinner & Auction 
Committee, all the volunteers, and 
guests that made this evening such 
a great success. Don’t forget to SAVE 
THE DATE for next year’s event.  You 
will not want to miss it!. 
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90TH DINNER 
& AUCTION

T     he 90th Anniversary 
Dinner & Auction 
was an amazing 
success! This year, the 

layout of the events’ activities 
transformed our campus and 
took attendees on a walk 
through time. From hors 
d’oeuvres and silent auction in 
the assembly hall to a seated 
dinner in a tent under the stars, 

SPECIAL THANK YOU
Sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the Bishop Moore Catholic 
Leadership Team and students 
who worked tirelessly 
to make our evening a success.

FINANCIALS

MORE
INFORMATION?

Visit 
www.stjcs.com/gala 

or email
dinnerauction@stjcs.com.

WAYS TO
GET INVOLVED

This is a community 
event. We invite you to get 

involved and attend.

STATS 

375 Attended
29 Sponsors

$247K Raised

2018 CO-CHAIRS
 

Jeanette Apelado
Laura Haag, Alumnus ‘90

Megan Adams
Alicia Angelo

Liliana Aramayo 
Gretchen Bradford

Alicia Durigan
Roberta Fennessy

Amy Francis
Mary Haupt

Linley Hines
Ebony Mizell

Suzanne Neve
Kelley Ortiz

Siobhan Pecora
Amy Semesco

Marti Wolszcak

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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SAVE THE 
DATE

Join us for our 
11th Annual 

Dinner & Auction 
fundriaising event 

March 2, 2019. 

SPONSORS

PLATINUM
Landform

of Central Florida Inc.

AUCTION
DAC Bond

DIAMOND
Launch That
Orlando RV –

An RVOne Superstore
St. James Cathedral

GOLD
Mears Transportation Group

The Shaughnessy Family
Trial Pro – 

The Trial Professionals

ENTERTAINMENT
Cite Partners 

Giorgianni Family 
(in recognition of Matthew Anstett, 

Class of 1931  by his sons 
George Giorgianni, ’61 

and  John Giorgianni, ‘63)
Newsome/Melton

MORE
INFORMATION?

Visit 
www.stjcs.com/gala 

or email
dinnerauction@stjcs.com.

SPONSOR

DONATE

ATTEND

COMMITTEE

Thank you for your amazing generosity.

LIBATIONS
E.& J. Gallo Winery
Uguccioni Family

Walsh Banks Attorneys
& Advisors

PHOTO BOOTH
Cady Studios

GIFTS IN KIND
Arthur’s Creative Events

& Catering
Cady Studios

CR Branding & Design, Inc.
Direct One

St. James Cathedral 
Suzanne Neve

NAME THE FIELD
Special thank you to Escott 

Orthodontics for renewing their 
commitment to SJCS.

PANTHER
Automated Buildings Inc.

CR Branding & Design
Direct One

Domanski Consulting, LLC
Insurance Consultants 

of Central Florida – 
Wealth Management

iVenture Business Friendly IT
Jason Beaird -

Memorial Foundation
Knights of Columbus

Lowndes Drosdick Doster 
Kantor & Reed, P.A.

O’Connor & O’Connor – 
Civil Trial Lawyers

Realty Executives Orlando – 
Jen Dollar Broker/Owner

The Families of Blais, Conti, 
Melton, Mottola, and Weibel
The Families of Brockman, 

Kelly, McMahan, Savard, 
and Welch

The Families of Garcia, Jorro, 
Levy, Papasakellariou 

and Maza
The Roerig Family
The Schultz Family

WAYS TO
GET INVOLVED

This is a community 
event. We invite you to get 

involved and attend.

VOLUNTEER

2018 LEGACY SPONSOR

After taking a tour of the St. James Cathedral School and attending the 
90th Anniversary, I was impressed with the Catholic education being 
provided to children of all faith’s, backgrounds, and economic status. In 
1952, our recently-widowed mother wanted only one thing for her three 
children - a Catholic education. The parish and school stepped up and 
helped to provide the Catholic education which formed the foundation 
for our future education, our success in life, and our continued dedication 
to the Catholic faith. Supporting and attending the 90th Anniversary 
Auction and Dinner renewed my commitment to St. James Cathedral 
School and to Catholic education in Orlando.

- GEORGE GIORGIANNI, CLASS OF 1961
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PPA
FINANCIALS

PARENT PANTHER ASSOCIATION

GET INVOLVED
Join our PPA today and experience the amazing 
wonders of stewardship through time, talent, and 
treasure!  Visit www.stjcs.com/ppa.

INFLOWS = $40,659.58
$     922.80   -  Box Tops   

$   9,195.35   -  Parking

$ 25,138.67  -  Spirit Items

$      514.96  -  Amazon Smile

$  4,887.80  -  Other Income

OUTFLOWS = $31,387.91
$      310.35  -  Arty Facts

$   1,964.55  -  Catholic Schools Week

$     750.00  -  Field Day

$     470.39  -  Hospitality

$   1,250.00  -  Parking

$ 18,072.82  -  Spirit Items

$   1,519.68  -  Teacher Appreciation

$  2,859.60  -  Teacher Start Up Money

$  4,190.52   - Other Expenses

$  2,000.00  - 2017-2018 PPA Gifts - SJCS

PPA Balance = $7,271.67

St. James Cathedral School is proud to have such an interactive Panther Parent 
Association (PPA). Many achievements coordinated by our PPA have offset 
logistical and financial responsibilities that would otherwise be carried out by 
our school. The PPA’s continued stewardship and contributions to our school 
have a direct, positive impact on our students, school, parents, and community.

PPA COMMITTEE
Arty Facts – Julie Markiewicz
Book Fair – Luly Cueto-Lauridsen
Coalition for the Homeless – 
      Christina Rexford
Fun Run – Dan and Julie Markiewicz
Box Tops for Education – Markiewicz
Catholic Identity – Sarah Perfito
Dinner Auction – Jeanette Apelado 
      and Laura Haag
Field Day – Laurie Beechner
Fish Fry – Joe Helwig 
Golf Tournament – Marvin Snyder 
      and Rob Thomson
Grandparents Day – Carrie Conti 
      and Wendy Thomson 

PPA VOLUNTEER
LEADERSHIP
Laura Haag – President

Julie Markiewicz – Treasurer

Sarah Perfito – Secretary

Jeanette Apelado – Officer

Gretchen Bradford – Officer

Wendy Thomson – Officer

Anne Pellegrino - Liaison

Homeroom Representatives – 
      Sarah Perfito 
Lunchroom Assistants – Sarah Perfito
Panther Partners – Courtney Byrnes
Parking – Ben Pierce
School Hospitality – Gretchen Bradford
School Supplies – Anne Pellegrino 
      and Wendy Thomson
Spirit Nights – Delnises Cruz Santiago
Spirit Wear – Jennifer Beaird
Teacher & Staff Appreciation – 
      Lynley Hines
Uniform Recycling – Susan Domanski
Variety Show – Jamie Gutweniger
Yearbook – CJ Rodriguez

ADVANCEMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
THE FUND FOR ST. JAMES
THE ST. JAMES ANNUAL FUND 

This is the most important 
giving initiative at St. James.  
Participation is critical and 
gifts, large and small, make 
possible the enhanced resources 
and programs that make each 
student’s education unique and 
powerful, provide additional 
training and support for the faculty 
and staff, and allow for campus 
maintenance.

4 Corner Resources
Advanced Recovery Systems
Automated Buildings Inc.
Carlos Gurreonero DMD
College Park Orthodontics
CR Branding & Design
Cruise Lizzy
David Byrnes
deBeaubien Knight Simmons 
     Mantzaris & Neal LLP
For the Children – Morgan & Morgan 
Frank Kruppenbacher

2017-2018 BANNER SPONSORS

PAC SPIRIT BANNERS

T             hank you to everyone who supports our sports program.  A special thank you 
to those individuals and corporations who support our teams by purchasing a 
Spirit Banner. If you are interested in purchasing a banner, please  contact Ana 
Crowe at 407-841-4432 or email ana.crowe@stjcs.com.

Jarrett Bingemann
Launch That
Nutritious Lifestyles
Orlando Ear Nose & Throat
Realty Executives – Jen Dollar Broker/Owner
Rob Thomson
Shane Edwards Photography
Todd & Lisa Watson
Tyler Minton
Walsh Banks
Wahlburgers
Winter Garden Animal Hospital
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ADVANCEMENT
OPPORTUNITIES
THE FUND FOR ST. JAMES
THE ST. JAMES ANNUAL FUND 

This is the most important 
giving initiative at St. James.  
Participation is critical and 
gifts, large and small, make 
possible the enhanced resources 
and programs that make each 
student’s education unique and 
powerful, provide additional 
training and support for the faculty 
and staff, and allow for campus 
maintenance.

TUITION ASSISTANCE 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Dr. Louis Murray and his wife 
Sue generously supported 
St. James Cathedral School 
for over two decades.  
Education was important to Dr. 
Murray and it was his desire 
to help ensure a Catholic 
education was available to 
those who desire one.  The 
Dr. Murray Scholarship Fund 
provides financial assistance 
for those families. Dr. Murray 
and his wife Sue embodied the 
school’s motto:  We come to 
learn.  We leave to serve.

ST. JAMES SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Endowment giving is an 
opportunity to invest in 
the future of St. James.
The St. James Scholarship 
Endowment was established 
in conjunction with the 
Cathedral to be able to provide 
tuition assistance to families 
in need. Contributions to 
the Endowment fund are 
perpetual; as the endowment 
grows, so does the school’s 
ability to carry on its mission. 
Gifts of any level are 
appreciated.

ELENA YATES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Established by St. Vincent de Paul Society
in 2018 a $1,000 scholarship is awarded each year 
to deserving student(s) at graduation. 
Gifts made to the Elena Yates Memorial 
Scholarship fund will allow the school to continue 
to award this annual scholarship.

ENDOWMENTS
Endowments are intended to provide stable, 
long-term funding to an institution while balancing 
the present and future needs of the school. 
Almost any area of school life can be endowed.  
The minimum to establish a separated named 
endowment is $25,000 and gifts at any level are 
appreciated.

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS & 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarship and Memorial Scholarships are an 
important way to honor a loved one, teacher, or 
area of student life that is important to you.   
Scholarship are distributed annually based 
on the criteria established by the donor.
Scholarships are an important way of assisting 
today’s students while honoring those that have 
come before them.

APPRECIATED SECURITIES
Gifts of marketable stocks, bonds, or mutual fund 
shares that have appreciated in value can help 
donors avoid a capital gains tax, and allow donors 
to make a larger gift to the St. James Cathedral 
School.

BEQUESTS
Donors can leave a legacy by remembering 
St. James Cathedral School in their wills. 
A charitable bequest in a will can benefit 
St. James Cathedral School while saving donor’s 
estate tax dollars. A bequest also includes 
membership into the Vivos Christi Society.

PERSONAL 
CONSULTATION
Contact Ana Crowe at 
ana.crowe@stjcs.com 
or call (407) 841-4432.



24    

GIVING SOCIETIES
FINANCIALS

Elizabeth and Christian Becht
Bishop Moore Catholic High School 
Gretchen and William Bradford
Amanda and James Brady
Maureen and Christopher Brockman
Heather and David Byrnes
Joyce Callan
Olga and Cesar Calvet
Cason Photography 
O’Ann and Patrick Christiansen
Caren and Anthony Conti
Diocese of Orlando 
Susan and William Domanski
Rita and Timothy Flaherty
Mary Anne and Gregory Gentlemen
Susanne Gibson
Laura and Michael Haag*
Dawn and Joseph Helwig
Jennifer and Davis Houtlon
Howl at the Moon 
Victoria and Karl Isern
Norma and Thomas Jenkins
Lamm & Company Partners 
Kathie and James Markiewicz
Margaret and Jacob McAfee
Sally and Michael McMahan
Medical Disposables Corp 
Josh Morton
Suzanne and Jeff Neve
Thomas O’Connor * Alumni
Wendy and John O’Donnell

SANTIAGO APOSTOL SOCIETY
$10,000
Maureen Haggerty
Rania and Charles JeBailey
Landform of Central Florida 
RV One Superstores, Inc. 
Linda and Kevin Shaughnessy
Stacy and Donald Strollo

ST. DON BOSCO SOCIETY 
$5,000 - $9,999
Automated Buildings Inc. 
Jeanette and Gene Apelado
Digital Assurance Certification LLC 
Christopher Escott, DMD
Stephen F. Gildner
Launch That 
Lourdes and Jeffrey Lauridsen
Paula Stuart
Allison and Brian Walsh
Walsh Banks, PLLC 
Liz and Mark Zeitler

THE VIRGIN MARY SOCIETY 
$2,500 - $4,999 
Gina and Mike Buell
Amanda and James Caruso*
Diana and Gregory Coffman*
Deborah and Simon Condron
CR Branding & Design, Inc. 
Jen and Vince Dollar

Foundry Commercial 
John M. Giorgianni*
Ann and George Giorgianni*
Mary and John Haupt
Hard Rock Hotel 
Iberia Bank 
iVenture Solutions
Elizabeth and Ivan Jorro
Cecila and Matthew Kelly
Melinda and Peter Lopez
Victoria and Paul Mears III
Mears Transportation 
Loha and R. Frank Melton
Modern Woodman of America 
Newsome Melton Law Firm 
Jill and Dennis O’Connor*
O’Connor & O’Connor 
Linda and Doug Puntel
Realty Executives Orlando 
Anne and Joseph Schultz
St. James Cathedral 
Xuan Phan and Piercy Stakelum
The Trial Professionals 
Rick Wilson

THE CATHEDRAL SOCIETY
$1,000 - $2,499
4 Corner Resources, LLC 
Frances and Walter Bates*
Linda and Melvin Baum
Jennifer Beaird

* = Alumni

Puppet Celebration Inc. 
Puppy Yummy Inc. 
Michelle and Christopher Savard
Elizabeth Sayers-O’Neill * 
Elisa Carniel and Simon Shakar 
Margaret and J. Robert Smyth* 
Noelle Williams and Micah Strader 
Melissa and Kreangkai Tyree
Lori and Scott Uguccioni
Paige and Edward Wolpert
Leida Haddock and Bucky Wright 

THE 1928 CLUB
$250 - $999
AA Suzuki Violin 
Megan and Jonathan Adam
Advanced Recovery Systems, LLC 
Anderson Moopen Orthodontics 
Arthur’s Creative Events & Catering 
Judy and Tom Baptiste
Melissa and Brian Battles
Rosa and Jose Bermudez
Lisa and Jarrett Bingeman
Stacey and Jason Black
Terri and Jacques Blais
Bonkerz 
Elisha and Kevin Bonnewitz
Diana and Jorge Bracamonte
Clover and Karl Brown
Eliza and James Bruscato
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Puppet Celebration Inc. 
Puppy Yummy Inc. 
Michelle and Christopher Savard
Elizabeth Sayers-O’Neill * 
Elisa Carniel and Simon Shakar 
Margaret and J. Robert Smyth* 
Noelle Williams and Micah Strader 
Melissa and Kreangkai Tyree
Lori and Scott Uguccioni
Paige and Edward Wolpert
Leida Haddock and Bucky Wright 

THE 1928 CLUB
$250 - $999
AA Suzuki Violin 
Megan and Jonathan Adam
Advanced Recovery Systems, LLC 
Anderson Moopen Orthodontics 
Arthur’s Creative Events & Catering 
Judy and Tom Baptiste
Melissa and Brian Battles
Rosa and Jose Bermudez
Lisa and Jarrett Bingeman
Stacey and Jason Black
Terri and Jacques Blais
Bonkerz 
Elisha and Kevin Bonnewitz
Diana and Jorge Bracamonte
Clover and Karl Brown
Eliza and James Bruscato

Dina and Eric Buchanan
Grace and Joe Buerlen
Busch Gardens 
Courtney and Daniel Byrnes *
Caroline and William Cail
Joseph Cassidy
Catholic Charities of Central Florida 
James A. Caudill
Laura and Joseph Cavallero
Chick Fil A 
Sheila and Mark Cooper
Elizabeth and Adam Crouch
Ana and Daniel Crowe
India and Mike Davis
deBeaubien, Knigh, Simmons,   
     Mantzaris & Neal, LLP 
Kathleen and Gregory Dougherty
Dr. Phillips Performing Arts Center 
Diane Engel
Genevieve and Anthony Fable III
Roberta and Bradley Fennessy
Carolyn and Eric Filimon
Florida Citrus Sports Foundation 
Amy and Derek Francis
Virginia Fries* 
Cristina and Daniel Garcia
Nicole and Sean Gerlin
Kira and Nicholas Gluckman
Angela and Gerard Halladay-Glynn
Jennifer and Jensen Go
Susan Cruzalegui 
     and Carlos Gurreonero 
Hammock Beach: The Conservatory 
HGA Construction,  Inc. 
Lynley and Robin Hines
Honda Classic 
Wendy and John Huhn
Iron Horse Car Wash 
Janel and Stephen Jacobs
Isabella and Juan Jaramillo
Gerald Joseph
Lindsay and Jon Kilgore
Linda and Joo King Ting
Knights of Columbus 
Stacey and Kevin Krause
Patsy and Frank Kruppenbacher
Anne and Kevin Kulikowskki
Lakeshore Learning Materials 
Olivia and Jonathan Len
Karla and Alejandro Levy
Maria and Jose Marcano
Caesar Maritati
Julie and Daniel Markiewicz
Pam Martin
Diana and Jose Maza
Janet and Mike McKee
Gina and Zachary Meyers*
Layne and Paul Missigman
Aimee and Anthony Moreno
David Morrissey
Emily and Charles Mottola
Nutritious Lifestyles 
Peter Whalen Odenbach
Elizabeth O’Neill
Orlando City Soccer 
Orlando Ear, Nose & Throat 
Kelley and Jose Ortiz
Paradise Island Cafe, Inc. 
PRP Wine International 
Cristina and Mario Pascual

Diane and Brian Perez
Shannon and Benjamin Pierce
Libia and  Miguel Portocarrero
Powder Room Skin Care Therapy 
Robyn and Brian Prebenda
RDV Sportsplex 
Christina and Paul Rexford
Rollins College 
Russian Ballet Orlando 
Joyce and Carlos Sabogal
Christa and Fernando Santos
San Pedro Center 
Showcase of Citrus 
Denise and Marvin Snyder
Southern Car Wash 
Joanne and Andrew Spiessbach
Sandy and Jeff Strobel
Jacob Stuart Jr.*
Amy and Brendan Sweeney
Steven Terry
The Salt Room 
Jennifer and Anthony Tobin
Briana Arroyo and Michael Valenzuela 
Victory Casino Cruises 
Josette and Jeff Weibel
Helene and Bob Welch
Estella and Alberto Yonfa

FRIENDS OF ST. JAMES
$1 - $249
4Rivers Smokehouse 
Marangelly and Dennis Abbate
Robert J. Ableidinger
Beverly and Don Adam
Albin Polasek Museum 
     & Sculptural Gardens 
Barbara Bonnor Aldridge
Emily and Weir Alexander
Heather Allen
Allen’s Creamery & Coffee House 
Cathleen and Ross Allman
Aloma Cinema & Grill 
Sharon Alpert
Margarita and Agustin Amador
Audrey Singh Amsterdam
Kathy and Stephanos Anamisis
Doreen and Raymond Anderson
Michelle Anderson
Alicia and Jonathan Angelo
Bob Anselmo
Clarita and Genaro Apelado
Lynn and Arthur Applegate
Patty Archambault
Arthur Murray Dance Studioi 
David Aurelio
Dana and Thomas Baker
Brianne Balchunas
Nancy Barber
Cecilia Barber
Barre 3 
Tana Baugh
Bernadette Tulme 
     and Evalliere Beauplan 
Charlotte Becker
Lisa and Donald Bedwell
Laurie and Brian Beecher
Beefy King 
Nicole and Eric Bell
Julia and Stephane Berthet
B & G Plumbing Co. 

Alicia and Joshua Durigan
Nicole and Karl Dyczek
Dysport Injectables 
Tina and Clay Earley
Jessica Easterling
East West Acu-Therapy 
Brandie and Shane Edwards
Linda and Joseph Egan
Shastidy and Stuart Ellerbusch
Jen Farrell Emerich
Enzian 
Eola Eyes 
Linda and Larry Ertel
Nicole and William Ertel*
Koshii and Rodney Eslinger
Christine Falone
Carol and Tom Falone III
Tom Falone IV
Krista and Todd Farace
Ranata Farnell
Janet and Michael Farrell
Anna and Jeanpierre Fault
Rick Favors
Gil Felipe
Bridget Fields
Jeanne Fifer
Ashley and Joseph Filimon
Florida Adventures In Paradise 
Florida Festival & 
     Events Association 
Florida Film Academy 
Noris Frades
Barbara and Nathaniel Friends
Tamara Froncois
Geraldine T. Gambino
Cynthia and Oscar Garavito
Garden Theatre 
Shirley and Robert Gareau
Janina and James Garner
Chelsi and Nicholas Garofalo
Pat Garofalo
Dru Garza
Ramzi Gedoun
Gerri and John Gendall
Nicole and Sean Gerlin
Susan and Steve Gertel
Michele and Christopher Gibbons
Annemarie and Keith Gibson
Thomas M. Goehring
Rosalie and Luis Gomez
Ivette Gomez
Fr. Miguel Gonzalez
Carmen M. Gonzalez
Anthony Greco
Sherry Greenhalgh
Stacy and Eric Greeno
Wayne C. Grieme
Alvida and Christopher Groom
Vanessa Gutierrez
Jamie and John Gutweniger
Shelly and George Haddad
Melanie Haddock
Juanita Hamblen
Jan and K.C. Hammond
Dorothy and Thomas Hankinson
Donna and Jared Hansen
Nancy and Michael Hanson
Olga and Matthew Harkins*
Merry E. Harrison
Shannon and Michael Hawkins

Mary and David Bingemann
Rebecca and Mark Bittakis
Judy Black
Shelly and JR Bois
Kevin Boise
Ana Garcia and Richard Bonet 
Rachel and Erik Bonnett
Margaret and David Borowski
Darlene Bottomly
Aubree Classon and John Boutwell 
Heidi Boyles
Sharon Brandt
Pauline and Richard Brennan
Vanessa and Michael Brewer
Kelli Brickle
Ann Marie Bridges
Amy and Mark Brown
Mark Brown
Bette Jane and William Brown
Dana and Mark Bruno
Mary Ellen Bunning*
Laurie Burnett
Patricia Cardenas
Jackie Carlson
Lauren Carmody
Sherry Carrillo
Marta and James Carroll
Danielle and Brian Caruso
C. Shannon Caruso
Carol and Rudy Casiano
Camille and Leslie Castro
Anna Lee and Christopher Cathcart
Maria and Ralph Celeiro
Central Florida Zoo 
Amanda and Victor Chapman
Cheesecake Factory 
Shirley C. Chelmo
Chemical Systems 
Todd Christiansen
Clearwater Marine Aquarium 
Lois A. Closson
Coco Key West Resort 
Helen Cogley
Clay Coleman
Columbia Spanish Restaurant 
Francis Santino Coppola
Julia and Daniel Corack
Eileen Corcoran
Martha Mary Corrado
Crayola Experience 
Daren Cronin
Gary H. Cruz
Luisa and Nelson Cueto
Kathleen and Peter Cupps
Cycle Bar 
Kelly and David D’Amato
Nancy and Bob Danner
Kelley M. Davis
Jennifer Dawson
Kameron and Richard DeMarco
Michelle and Doug Dillman
Nicole DiLoreto
Patricia Dinolfo
Dixie Crossroads, Inc. 
Emma Lou and John Dollar
Deborah Dollar
Andrea and Dennis Donohue
Jean and Arthur Dougherty
Anne Marie and Dennis Dryer
Patricia and Brian Duckworth
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Amy and David Semesco
Joseph Sharkey
David Sharp
Melissa and Ryan Shaughnessy*
Angela Shawyer
Rebecca and Dylan Shea
Karen and Roy Shoen
Yvonne and Denzell Simmons
Skeltons Museum of Osteology 
Sky Light Roofing, Inc. 
Ann and Christian Slade
Sleuths Mystery Dinner Show 
Kacey and John Smalley
Gerry Smalley
Zachary Sonberg
Elizabeth and Joseph Sos
Southern Wine & Spirits 
     of Florida, Inc 
Teresa and David Spargo
Lori and Daniel Stanfill
Catherine and James Steiger*
Carol and Jim Stephens
Lori and Rexford Stephens
St. James Cathedral Primetimers 
Melisa N. Stobie
Stephanie and Carey Stone
Jacob Stuart Sr.
Jackie Sullivan
Jackie and Bill Sullivan
Brice Sylvestre
Kara and  Richard Sylvia
Alex and Yen Sziriski
Taproom at Dubsdread 
Nancy Tate
Teresa and Jeff Tatlonghari
Corky Thein
George Thein
The Great Escape Room 
The Kula Foundation 
The Laser Specialists 
The Lee Foundation 
The Mennello Museum 
     of American Art 
The Pilates Loft 
The Winter Park Playhouse 
Monica and John Thinnes
Wendy and Robert Thomson II
Gemma Throneburg
Glenda and Alfredo Tirado
Sheila and Richard Toale
Deborah and David Tomczak
Toojay’s 
Wendy and Rick Toscano
Lara and Hank Tucker
Tuni’s Winter Park 
George Turner
Lori and Scott Uguccioni
United States Tennis Association 
Robin Urena
Elia Uribe
Lina Valderrama
Maria and Leo Vilcapoma
Kimberly and Jon Vollet
Patricia Walker
Fiona and John Walker
Daniel W. Wallace
Amy and Brian Ward
Bernadette Ward
Julia Ward
Lisa and Todd Watson

Orlando Science Center 
Sandra and Jose Ortiz
Jane and Dan Osterndorf
Wanda and David Ostlie
Jeff Ostlie
Patricia and Ronald Padgett
Martha Parra
Cristina Pascual
Caroline Pascual
Tania Pas-Santana
Jean Payne
Clay Peacock
Siobhan and Jason Pecora
Sunshine Pegues
Anne Pellegrino
Dana and Adrian Pencak
Litza and Carlos Perez
Ruby and Sam Phan
Anh Phan
Ruth and David Pierce
Frances E. Pierce
Carole Potami
Sullie LeFrancois and 
     Emmanuel Poulin 
Lauren and Andrew Prather
Heather McGee and Michael Profitt 
Yvonne Pujols
Putting Edge Glow In the Dark 
     Golf & Arcade 
Maria and Thomas Pyfer
Regina and Brian Rabitaille
Erica Radden
Linda and Jim Radosevich
Christina Buchan and 
     Manoochehr Rahmankhah 
Heather Raper
Stephanie Raskin
RDV Sportsplex 
Nicole Read
Karen Reiff
Carolyn W. Reis
Kristana Leigh Reitz
Ligia Ribeiro
Shannon Richardson
Amber Richardson
Janet and Christopher Riehl
Risse Brothers Uniforms 
Brenda Rivera
Lisa and Al Robinson
Wendy and Forrest Roby IV
Allison Rockefeller
Jenny and Guillermo Rodriguez
Pei-Ling and Gene Roerig
Janis Dangelo and Luis Romero 
Ivana and Alfredo Ronso
Roque Pub 
Colleen and Richard Ross
Debbie and Gene Rovel
Marcela Ruiz and Alfredo Ronso 
Mahassan and Andrew Rusnak
Anna and Yuji Sakata
Josefina and Jose Salazar
Salon Ciseux 
Karina Ledesma and 
     Kenneth Sanchez 
Santiago’s Bodega 
Stefanie and Victor Santos
Susana Sarasua
Gail Scherer
Marguerite and Stephen Semesco

Kelly Levine
Nancy P. Lewis
Marilyn Tan Liao
Christi and Robert Liebe III
Janette and Humberto Liriano
Agnes and Scott Lloyd
Bryan Lorenzo
Catherine and Theo Lotz
Jenny and David Lovely
Nicole and Jason Lowery
Mirtza and Felipe Lugo
James Luttrell
Earnest Luttrell
Alyssa Lutz
Katy and Rick Magley
Lisa and Mark Mahoney
Denise and Mike Makar
Mango’s Tropical Café 
Adriana Marin
Alfred Maritati
Gabriella and Jorge Martinez
Irma Mangual and Gilbert Martinez 
Douglas Marvaldi
Nancy McAfee
Hollie and Matthew McCall
Laura and Steven McDonald
George E. McGill
Hollis and Will McIntosh
Karen and Andrew McLean
Jennifer Merendez
Kristin and Robert Merrick
Linda and Richard Merrick
Mary Michael
Mideval Times Tournament USA 
Sandra Cardona and Cesar Milano 
Anne and Jerry Miller
Stacey and Joseph Miller
Anne Miller
Karen Milow
Tyler and John Minton
Ebony and William Mizell
Mari Ann Moore
Deyanira Moreno
Tiffany and Timothy Morgan
Joanne Morley
Gloria ad Lewis Morrissey
Angela Tata and Fabian  Munoz 
Diana Widjaya and Jason Nadrowski 
Holt Nancy 
Irma and Thomas Neal
Robin Neel and Tim Prince Neel
Donna Nelson
Suzanne and Jeff Neve
Jennifer and Pete Newsome
Coleen and Brian Newton
Fr. Martin Nguyen
Christina and Mark Nicolini
Nothing Bundt Cake 
Mirian Castillo and Guillermo Nunez 
Marcia Ochinero
Janice O’Donnell
Ana and Dan O’Loane
Joanne and George Olson
On-Site Hair Studio 
Orlando Metro Gymnastics 
     & Swim School 
Orlando Museum of Art 
Orlando Repertory Theatre 
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra 
Orlando Power Yoga 

Tamara Helenthal
Holly and Michael Hendrix
Junko and Paul Hennessy
Amy and Daniel Herrero
Sally and Gerry Hines
Lou Holtz
Blair Howard
Howard Grocery Company, Inc. 
Nicole Howell
HRB Management, Inc. 
Julianne and Doug Huhn
Alice and Clete Huhn
Nancy and Joseph Iannello
Kendra Ippel
Terri and Wendall Iwatsuru
Jacksonville Zoo & Gardens 
Joann and Ed Jagiela
Katy James
Rebecca James
Steven James
Danielle and Herbert James III
Maria and Herbert James III
Dina Janicke
Carina and Michael Janocko
Angela and Juan Jaramillo
Karen and Alfred Jennings
P. Jennings
Vicki Jensen
Wanda Jentry
Joe’s Express Carwash 
Lori and Craig Jones
Randy Judd
Christiana Juliano
Sherry and Steve Kauff
Kelly and Chad Kelly
Erin Marie Kelly
Dolleen and John Keohane
Alison and George Kerestes
Elenita and Francisco Kho
Luanne and Ron Kilgore
Susan and Richard King
Tracy and Richard King
Patricia Kinsella
Nina and John Kirchhoefer
Teresa Kondo
Stefanie and Douglas Koster
Deborah and Dave Krazit
Deborah and Kim Kreiger
Leola Kreul
Amy and Kory Kreul
Emily Lambert
Kimberly and Michael LaPorte
Tamara and David LaRocque
Jeffrey and Lourdes 
     “Luly” Lauridsen
Bonnie and Gilbert Lavoie
Leona Buzzelli Law* Alumni
Georgia and Zachary Leacox
Norma Ledesma
Aldo Ledesma
Roxanne and Scott LeDuc
Joyce and Clyde Leedy
Teresita and John Leeson
Claudia and William Leftkowitz
Legal Person 
Sandra and Gerald Len
Diana Leon
Rita Lesniak
Lourdes and Jeffrey Lesnikoski
Leu Gardens 

FACULTY & STAFF 
GIVING
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Julie and Brian Watson
Susan and Ryan Welch
Dee and Richard Wilcox
Jean and Tom Wilkes
Winter Garden Animal Hospital 
Patricia Wolpert
Wonderworks of Orlando 
Monica Wonus
Patricia and Robert Woodbery Jr.
Teresita and Gregg Wright
XL Soccer World 
Trena and James Younglove
Nicky Zandi
Silvia and Leonardo Zapico
Kelly Zimmerman
William Zink
Zoo Miami 

Charlotte Becker
Ann Marie Bridges
Mark Bruno
Marta Carroll
Anna Lee Cathcart
Ana Crowe
Luly Cueto-Lauridsen
Mark Danner *
Kelli D’Amato
Nicole Diloreto
Ivette Gomez
Merry Harrison
Dawn Helwig
Erin Kelly
Debbie Krazit
Claudia Leftkowitz
Alyssa Lutz
Maria Marcano
Laura McDonald
Marcia Ochinero
Peter W. Odenbach
Anne Pellegrino
Linda Puntel
Kristiana Reitz
Mahassan Rusnak
Elizabeth Sayers-O’Neill *
Joseph Sharkey
Linda Shaughnessy
Kelly Zimmerman

Amy and David Semesco
Joseph Sharkey
David Sharp
Melissa and Ryan Shaughnessy*
Angela Shawyer
Rebecca and Dylan Shea
Karen and Roy Shoen
Yvonne and Denzell Simmons
Skeltons Museum of Osteology 
Sky Light Roofing, Inc. 
Ann and Christian Slade
Sleuths Mystery Dinner Show 
Kacey and John Smalley
Gerry Smalley
Zachary Sonberg
Elizabeth and Joseph Sos
Southern Wine & Spirits 
     of Florida, Inc 
Teresa and David Spargo
Lori and Daniel Stanfill
Catherine and James Steiger*
Carol and Jim Stephens
Lori and Rexford Stephens
St. James Cathedral Primetimers 
Melisa N. Stobie
Stephanie and Carey Stone
Jacob Stuart Sr.
Jackie Sullivan
Jackie and Bill Sullivan
Brice Sylvestre
Kara and  Richard Sylvia
Alex and Yen Sziriski
Taproom at Dubsdread 
Nancy Tate
Teresa and Jeff Tatlonghari
Corky Thein
George Thein
The Great Escape Room 
The Kula Foundation 
The Laser Specialists 
The Lee Foundation 
The Mennello Museum 
     of American Art 
The Pilates Loft 
The Winter Park Playhouse 
Monica and John Thinnes
Wendy and Robert Thomson II
Gemma Throneburg
Glenda and Alfredo Tirado
Sheila and Richard Toale
Deborah and David Tomczak
Toojay’s 
Wendy and Rick Toscano
Lara and Hank Tucker
Tuni’s Winter Park 
George Turner
Lori and Scott Uguccioni
United States Tennis Association 
Robin Urena
Elia Uribe
Lina Valderrama
Maria and Leo Vilcapoma
Kimberly and Jon Vollet
Patricia Walker
Fiona and John Walker
Daniel W. Wallace
Amy and Brian Ward
Bernadette Ward
Julia Ward
Lisa and Todd Watson

FACULTY & STAFF 
GIVING

 

The following are names of benefactors who are helping 
to secure the long-term future of St. James Cathedral 
School through various forms of planned gifts.  While 
providing for the future of their loved ones, they have also 
had the foresight and generosity to include St. James 
in the estate plans. As a member of the Vivos Christi 
Society, we acknowledge their commitment to supporting 
Catholic education.  

For information on the Vivos Christi Society or if you have 
already included the school in your will or estate plan and 
would like to become an official member of the Society, 
please contact Ana Crowe, Director of Advancement at 
ana.crowe@stjcs.com.  With gratitude, we recognize the 
members of the Vivos Christi Society.

Anonymous
Mrs. Angela Hirschfield
Harriett & Phillip Moore

Arthur’s Creative Events & Catering
Automated Business Inc.
Cady Studios
Christina Rexford
City Fire, Wahlburgers, Honest John’s – The 
Buell Family
CR Branding & Design, Inc. – The Rodriguez 
Family
Direct One
Elite Foam & Precast
KGNA Solutions, Inc. – Kevin Kulikowski
Knights of Columbus
Lamm & Company
Landform of Central Florida
Mike Anderson
Oley’s Kitchen and Smokehouse
The Apelado Family
The Neve Family
The Zeitler Family
Yuengling

YOUR GENEROSITY KEEPS ON GIVING
VIVOS CHRISTI SOCIETY GIFTS IN KIND

Benevity Community Impact Fund
General Mill Foundation 
Heart of Florida United Way, Inc.
New York Life – Your Cause
United Way of Greater Atlanta

Memorial Gift in Memory of David C. Cullen
Helen Cogley

Memorial Gift In Memory of Sarah Newton Ronemus
Terri L. Iwatsuru

Memorial Gift In Memory of Dorothy Joan Ryan
Christopher and Michele Gibbons
George and Shelly Haddad
Scott and Agnes Lloyd
Jean Payne
Karen Reiff

Memorial Gifts In Memory of James Zieler
Mary Darlene Bottomly

MEMORIAL GIFTS 
MATCHING GIFTS

GENEROSITY - Today

ADVANCES  - Tomorrow

ST. JAMES - Forever

We have made every effort to include the names of all our 
gracious donors in this report. Please accept our sincere 
apologies if we have left you off this list or incorrectly 
reported your donation. We are very blessed and thankful 
for each donation received.
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8TH GRADE  GIVES A GIFT

On April 24, 2018 the Class of 2018 was able to celebrate as they 
presented their 8th grade gift to the school. When the class was 
made aware of the playground resurfacing project they knew just 
what it needed to make it complete – Panther logo!  
 
The students collected funds over the past two years by hosting 

middle school dances and coordinating fundraisers with the Winter Park Ice 
Skating rink. The playground also received a new swing set and canvas cover 
to complete the updates. Thank you to the Class of 2018 for their generous gift 
to their fellow students and families.

ST.JAMES ALUMNI

CLASS OF 2018: Katerina Victoria A., Victoria Elizabeth B., Gabrielle Giana B., Nicholas Peter B., Carlisle Merritt B., Grace Claire B., Patricia Marie B., 
Jeremy Daniel C., Gabriella Luna C., Tristen Roberto C., Sofia Elena C., Evelyn Grace C., Calla Churchill C., Jonathan Ray Ewing-A., Ally Lauren F., Norah 
Maureen F., Charlene S. G., Sofia Victoria G., Benjamin Daniel G., Carlie Elizabeth G., Sophia Dorothy G., Michelle Rose H., Dylan Anthony H., Grace Eliza-
beth H., Samantha H., Pierce Alexander J., Samuel Andre J., Kenneth Lagrosa K., Gabrielle Rae K., Oscar David Londoño R., Peter Robert Laney L., Sean 
Kheeno Apas L., Brandon Anthony M., William Gerrard M., Darius O’Neil M., Sydney Alice M., Ryan Patrick M., Kaley Ann M., Litza Sophia Perez-F., Luke 
Wolfe P., Lauren Victoria P., Marcello Aurelius R., Jackson Conrad R., Amelia Faith S., Mallory Itasca S., Sophia Adelle S., Serina Donna S., Zoё Sophia T., 
Joseph William T., Ava Grace W., Jacob Allen Y., Colton Alan Z.

 

St. James congratulates the St. James Cathedral School Class of 2018 with a school-wide annual 
tradition.  Our Graduation and Candlelight Ceremony celebrates the graduates’ journey into the next phase 
of life and passes the light of leadership to incoming 8th grade class.

CLASS OF 2018
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ST.JAMES ALUMNI

On Thursday, May 17 the Class of 2014 
reunited on campus for their 1st reunion.   
Mrs. Helwig was overjoyed to “welcome 
home” many of her former students.  The 
evening allowed for fellowship, dinner, tours 
of the school and lots of time for fellowship.  
Thank you to the Mark, Liz, and William 
Zeitler and Mrs. Gloria Arango-Mejia for 
providing dinner, desserts, and drinks for this 
event.  We were blessed to have Fr. Miguel 
Gonzalez, Pastor of St. James Cathedral and 
School, along with Brother John McCabe, 
of the Brotherhood of Hope, the Campus 
Minister at University of Central Florida’s 
Catholic Campus Ministry Center join us.

CLASS OF 2014
REUNION

 SAVE THE DATE
WE HOPE YOU CAN JOIN US!

OCTOBER 26, 2018
30th Annual St. James Golf Tournament - visit  
stjcs.com/golf to sponsor, play, donate, or volunteer.   
Email golf@stjcs.com for more information.

NOVEMBER 13, 2018
Giving Tuesday Fun Run - visit stjcsfuture.com or contact 
Ana Crowe, Director of Advancement at 
ana.crowe@stjcs.com.

FEBRUARY 2, 2019
Grandparents Celebration - visit stjcs.com/events

MARCH 2, 2019
Dinner & Auction - visit stjcs.com/gala

MAY 16, 2019
Class of 2015 Reunion - visit stjcs.com/events

MAY 24, 2019
Graduation

Belmont Abbey
Clemson University
College of Charleston
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Emerson College
Florida Atlantic University
Florida Gulf Coast
Florida State University
Fordham University
Loyola University
Mississippi State University

Rollins College
Santa Clara University – Army ROTC
Santa Fe College - Gainesville
Stetson University
Tallahassee Community College
University of Central Florida
University of Florida
University of Maryland
University of North Florida
University of South Florida
Valencia College

Honor Societies
AP Scholar

BETA
Latin Honor Society

Mu Alpha Theta
National English Honor Society

National Honor Society
Rho Kappa Honor Society

Spanish Honor Society

Award/Scholarship Recipients
Appointment to West Point

Disney Dreamer & Doer Award Recipient
Recipient of the English Scholar Award

Gold Circle Award
Bishop Moore Catholic Honor Roll

Athletic Achievements, Clubs, School Office Holders & Others
Chess Club President

Copy Editor for the Yearbook
Hudl Club President

Student Body Treasurer
2 Time All Metro Honorable Mention Football Player

Cheer State Champion
Football State Champion

Cross Country Varsity Captain
SWAT Club President

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCES FOR 2017-2018

AWARDS, HONORS, AND SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES
CLASS OF 2018
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:
MARK DANNER

WHAT YEAR DID YOU GRADUATE FROM ST. JAMES?  WERE YOU HERE KINDERGARTEN – 8TH GRADE? 
I graduated from St. James in 1998.  I attended St. James from Kindergarten through 8th grade

HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN TEACHING? I have been teaching for 6 years.

WHO WAS YOUR FAVORITE TEACHER WHEN YOU WERE HERE AS A STUDENT? 
WHAT SUBJECT AND WHY?
My favorite teacher at St. James was Ann Busby.  She was our middle school science 
teacher.  She was my homeroom teacher for 3 straight years and was an awesome 
teacher that always inspired me as a student.  My favorite subject though was math.  I 
think the reason why is that it always came easy to me and made sense.

WHAT WAS A FOND MEMORY YOU HAD OF YOUR TIME HERE AS A STUDENT? 
I have many fond memories of being a student at St. James, but if I had to pick one 
it would have to be winning the “Panther Pride” award for volleyball at our awards 
banquet as a fifth grader.  I felt very proud to know that my classmates chose me as a 
positive example and role model for the team.

IS THERE SOMETHING YOU WERE ABLE TO DO, A SUBJECT, OR PROJECT THAT 
YOU WISHED WE STILL DID TODAY? One project that my mom still keeps to this day 
was a project that Mrs. Busby did with her sixth grade religion class.  As part of our 
study of old testament stories in the Bible, Mrs. Busby would have us create our own 
“old Testament” book where we illustrated each story and then at the end we learned 
the process of book binding and calligraphy to complete the book and bind it together.  
It was an awesome project that was a lot of fun and I still remember to this day.

HOW DID ST. JAMES IMPACT YOUR LIFE AS A STUDENT,  ADULT, TEACHER? As a student, St. James allowed me 
to explore and discover not just who I am as a person but who I am spiritually.  At St. James, I met some of my closest 
friends I still talk to and are very close with to this day. As an adult, St. James helped me to learn how to be a good 
person and to value morals and treat others the way I would want to be treated. As a teacher, St. James has not only 
given me an opportunity to embark on a fulfilling career, but it has allowed me to grow further spiritually and impact the 
lives of my students the same way that my teachers impacted my life as a student.  St. James has given me so much 
and I am happy that I am able to pass that along to the St. James community today.

WHY DID  YOU CHOSE TO COME BACK TO ST. JAMES TO TEACH? I chose to come back to St. James to teach 
because it felt like home.  I have always felt a connection to this place, more so than my high school or university.  This 
has always felt like the place I needed to be. 

IF YOU COULD IMPART ONE THING ON YOUR STUDENTS WHAT WOULD BE? One thing that I would want my 
students to take advantage of is the friendships and relationships that they form here at St. James.  I met some of 
my closest friends here at St. James and the people that I was surrounded with growing up at St. James are what I 
remember the most.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE QUOTE OR VERSE? My favorite quote/verse, which I think about a lot as a teacher, is the 
golden rule.  Treat others the way you would like to be treated. 

AS AN ALUM OF ST. JAMES WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO STAY CONNECTED AND GIVE BACK? As an alum is 
important for me to stay connected to St. James because I want my students to share in the same positive experiences 
and influences that helped shape me as a person growing up here at St. James
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: 
ELIZABETH SAYERS-O’NEIL

WHAT YEAR DID YOU GRADUATE FROM ST. JAMES?  WERE YOU HERE KINDERGARTEN – 8TH GRADE? I graduated in 
1972. My family moved to Orlando from Liverpool, England, in September, 1965, and I started second grade.

HOW MANY YEARS HAVE YOU BEEN TEACHING? I started teaching in August, 1981. 

WHO WAS YOUR FAVORITE TEACHER WHEN YOU WERE HERE AS A STUDENT? WHAT SUBJECT AND WHY?
My favorite person when I came to this school was the principal, Sr. Moira. I had a thick Liverpudlian accent and was very 
homesick. I would stand on the steps of the school in the morning and cry for my mother to come back for me. Sr. Moira 
would comfort me. She was from Ireland, as were most of the Sisters of St. Joseph, and knew what it was like to be a 
stranger in a strange land. My favorite teacher in middle school was my English teacher Mrs. Krehl. I enjoyed her class 
whether we were diagramming sentences to learn grammar, analyzing literature, or developing our creative writing skills. 

WHAT WAS A FOND MEMORY YOU HAD OF YOUR TIME HERE AS A STUDENT? Every so often a group of 8th graders 
would walk down to the cathedral and help with some clerical duties. I mainly remember stuffing and licking lots of 
envelopes. After working for a couple of hours, we would then be treated to lunch at a small diner directly across the street 
from the church.   

IS THERE SOMETHING YOU WERE ABLE TO DO, A SUBJECT, OR PROJECT THAT YOU WISHED WE STILL DID TODAY? 
We used to hold an Oratorical Contest; I believe it was affiliated with a state or national organization. Students would 
memorize poems or famous speeches; some students would deliver their own poem or prose. I was one of the people who 
ran the bookstore in the morning. We sold basic supplies to students. 

HOW DID ST. JAMES IMPACT YOUR LIFE AS A STUDENT, ADULT, AND TEACHER? I definitely think this school has had 
a positive impact of my life. My own teachers, whether religious or laypeople, were wonderful role models. This school 
provided a fine education for my own daughter. 

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO COME BACK TO ST. JAMES TO TEACH? Although I had been a member of Future Teachers 
of America in high school for three years, I had no intention of being a teacher. A year after I graduated from college, my 
former math teacher, Mrs. Blanka Roberts, then principal of the school, asked me if I wanted to work at the school. She gave 
me the choice of Kindergarten or middle school science and math. I chose science and math! 

IF YOU COULD IMPART ONE THING ON YOUR STUDENTS WHAT WOULD IT BE? Some of my students struggle in 
math and at times fail to master the concepts or skills. I explain to them that my definition of a successful student does 
not depend on their average in my math class. A successful student is one who approaches their studies with a positive 
attitude. The student perseveres when the going gets tough. The student is willing to try different strategies to overcome 
obstacles. A successful student takes responsibility for her own actions and decisions.  Many of us will never use the 
Pythagorean Theorem or the quadratic formula after we leave school, but we will definitely benefit from a positive attitude 
as we journey through life.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE QUOTE OR VERSE? I really do not have a favorite quite or verse. As a Trekkie, I do like Spock’s 
“Live long and prosper.”

AS AN ALUM OF ST. JAMES WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO STAY CONNECTED AND GIVE BACK? St. James School is a 
community rich in tradition and history. Parents don’t just give their money when they send their children to our school. They 
give their time, their energy, and their talents. I remember my father being on the Home and School Board. I remember my 
mother in the kitchen cooking and cleaning for the annual school carnivals. All of us are enriched by the efforts of so many.  
I love it when a former student returns as a teacher. I definitely am not the only one! It’s great when a former student enrolls 
their own child in our school. Members of our community may leave for high school, college, and adulthood, but they are 
still members of our community.
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