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SJCS

PRESCHOOL
PK3  &  PK4

This  curriculum  overview  is
designed  to  summarize  the
major  goals  of  the  instructional
program  for  Preschoolers  at  St.
James  Cathedral  School.

Although  the  curriculum  is
presented  in  this  document  by
different  subject  areas,  the
skills  and  competencies  from
each  area  are  often  integrated
during  daily  instruction.

The  curriculum  of  St.  James  has
been  designed  to  follow  the
recommendations  of  the
Diocese  of  Orlando  and  meets
and/or  exceeds  the
expectations  set  forth  in  the
Florida  State  Standards.   

The  curriculum  is  enhanced  or
modified  yearly  to  meet  the
needs  of  our  student
population.

505  East  Ridgewood  Avenue
Orlando,  FL  32803

Phone:  407-841-4432
Fax:  407-648-4603
www.stjcs.com  

St.  James  Cathedral  School,  Orlando  FL
All  Rights  Reserved.  

St.  James  Cathedral  School  is  an  educational  ministry  of  St.
James  Cathedral  Church.   A  Catholic  school  committed  to
outstanding  academic  and  spiritual  development  of  all
students,  St.  James  Cathedral  School  provides  varied
opportunities  for  students  to  discover  and  develop  their
unique  God-given  gifts  in  a  safe  and  stimulating  learning
environment.   The  love  and  stewardship  of  Jesus  is  our
inspiration.   We  come  to  learn ;  we  leave  to  serve.

We  believe  it  is  our  mission  as  Catholic  educators  to  model  the
values  and  beliefs  we  teach  in  a  faith-based  community  that
fosters  self-respect  and  respect  for  others.

We  believe  it  is  our  role  to  develop  and  foster  each  child’s
unique,  God-given  gifts  by  encouraging  students  to  do  all  they
are  capable  of  doing  by  themselves  in  child-centered
classrooms  where  teachers  act  as  facilitators.

We  believe  that  Catholic  schools  should  provide  children  with
a  spiritual  and  academic  foundation  that  will  lead  to  the
development  of  creative  and  ethical  problem  solvers  who  will
make  a  positive  contribution  to  our  world.

We  believe  that  a  St.  James  education  should  include
intellectual,  spiritual,  moral  and  emotional  formation  that
reflects  the  values  we  hold  most  dearly…
integrity,  honesty,  moral  courage,  discipline  and  initiative.

Our Mission

Our Beliefs

Academic excellence and spiritual enrichment since 1928.
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Preschoo l

Our teaching staff is highly qualified
and highly committed to providing a
secure and loving Christ centered
environment.  

Each classroom is staffed with a full
time certified lead teacher and
assistant.  

Teachers receive ongoing training
through professional development
and workshops.  

St. James Cathedral Pre-School will provide young children with a loving, secure environment
in which they can develop spiritually, physically, intellectually and socially.   By providing a
developmentally appropriate, spiritually nourishing, and caring environment, we seek to instill
a love for God and learning.  

The child’s development in each domain (language, social, physical, cognitive, and social-
emotional) is sustained, extended, and enhanced primarily through activities that promote
purposeful play. Daily routines include well defined learning centers that encourage
integration of multiple content areas.  These routines help children develop self-confidence
by offering multiple opportunities to make choices, encourage curiosity, problem solve, and
generate ideas through exploration.  

We believe that our program will offer the best possible environment to support and develop
young children’s love of learning and understanding of how God loves them.  Our goal is to
support the development of the whole child.  Our curriculum will adapt to meet the unique
developmental needs of each child.  Our program provides a place for every child to be a
child-free to learn, play, explore, and imagine in a loving and nurturing environment. 

PK3  &  PK4

21
Our Teachers

August-Welcome Back/Meet the
Teacher
October- Halloween Celebration
November-Thanksgiving
Celebration
December-Polar Express Party
January-Catholic Schools Week
February-Donuts with Dad
March-Easter Egg Hunt
May-Mother’s Day Tea
May-Farm and Farewell Party

Special Events

Our program begins each day as a
community with prayer and the Pledge
of Allegiance on the playground with
all preschool students and parents. We
nurture the child’s physical, mental,
social, and spiritual being through
freedom within a learning environment
prepared by the teacher. We plan a
daily schedule and follow it
consistently to allow children to feel
secure and independent.  

Following a consistent routine day
after day gives children the sense of
security they need to make choices
and take risks, which opens the door
to exciting learning opportunities.
Classrooms are designed and
arranged to help children learn from
their environment with:

Well-defined interest centers
including blocks, books, science,
sand, snack, technology, and art
activities
Materials that enhance learning in
all subject areas placed at an
appropriate level so children can
independently reach and replace
materials when done
Space for independent
work/activities and teacher directed
work/activities

Daily Routine

Our Philosophy & Goals

Curriculum

03  |  SJCS EDUCATION CURRICULUM 2016-2017

www.stjcs.com

Our theme based, hands-on curriculum emphasizes an integrated approach to teaching and
learning.  Our goal is to nurture each child’s physical, mental, social-emotional, and spiritual
being through a prepared environment that fosters independence, self-discipline, and
respect. Students will explore learning from a faith-based environment, an integrated
curriculum, and teacher and student directed activities.  Teachers develop the child’s skills
through hands-on activities while still allowing students the freedom to choose
spontaneously, work at their own pace, and follow their own interests.  

Our curriculum will include the liturgical calendar and elements of the Catholic religion
appropriate for preschoolers.  Classes will visit our on campus chapel and attend Mass
beginning in February.   Students will have weekly instruction in Spanish, Technology, and
Fine Arts.

Parent-teacher conferences will be held twice a year, but our teachers are available to
speak with parents regarding their child as needed.  


