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M I DD L E
S C HOO L
6 T H  GRAD E

This  curriculum  overview  is
designed  to  summarize  the
major  goals  of  the  instructional
program  for  Sixth  Grade  at  St.
James  Cathedral  School.

Although  the  curriculum  is
presented  in  this  document  by
different  subject  areas,  the
skills  and  competencies  from
each  area  are  often  integrated
during  daily  instruction.

The  curriculum  of  St.  James  has
been  designed  to  follow  the
recommendations  of  the
Diocese  of  Orlando  and  meets
and/or  exceeds  the
expectations  set  forth  in  the
Florida  State  Standards.   

The  curriculum  is  enhanced  or
modified  yearly  to  meet  the
needs  of  our  student
population.

505  East  Ridgewood  Avenue
Orlando,  FL  32803

Phone:  407-841-4432
Fax:  407-648-4603
www.stjcs.com  

St.  James  Cathedral  School,  Orlando  FL
All  Rights  Reserved.  

St.  James  Cathedral  School  is  an  educational  ministry  of  St.
James  Cathedral  Church.   A  Catholic  school  committed  to
outstanding  academic  and  spiritual  development  of  all
students,  St.  James  Cathedral  School  provides  varied
opportunities  for  students  to  discover  and  develop  their
unique  God-given  gifts  in  a  safe  and  stimulating  learning
environment.   The  love  and  stewardship  of  Jesus  is  our
inspiration.   We  come  to  learn ;  we  leave  to  serve.

We  believe  it  is  our  mission  as  Catholic  educators  to  model  the
values  and  beliefs  we  teach  in  a  faith-based  community  that
fosters  self-respect  and  respect  for  others.

We  believe  it  is  our  role  to  develop  and  foster  each  child’s
unique,  God-given  gifts  by  encouraging  students  to  do  all  they
are  capable  of  doing  by  themselves  in  child-centered
classrooms  where  teachers  act  as  facilitators.

We  believe  that  Catholic  schools  should  provide  children  with
a  spiritual  and  academic  foundation  that  will  lead  to  the
development  of  creative  and  ethical  problem  solvers  who  will
make  a  positive  contribution  to  our  world.

We  believe  that  a  St.  James  education  should  include
intellectual,  spiritual,  moral  and  emotional  formation  that
reflects  the  values  we  hold  most  dearly…
integrity,  honesty,  moral  courage,  discipline  and  initiative.

Our Mission

Our Beliefs

Academic excellence and spiritual enrichment since 1928.
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Midd le  Schoo l
Christ Our Life encourages faith
knowledge that helps children
articulate their Catholic faith. Written
by the Sisters of Notre Dame, the new
2016 edition of Christ Our Life fosters
children’s love of God and a rich
knowledge of our Catholic faith so
they can proudly go out into the world
and proclaim it.

With its thorough presentation of the
authentic teachings of the Catholic
Church, its comprehensive approach,
and its variety of teaching methods,
Christ Our Life is the only program that
is aligned with the Church’s mission
for a New Evangelization, the NCEA:
IFG ACRE assessments, and the Six
Tasks of Catechesis.

The students begin to master the
various aspects of the Catholic faith
including the Ten Commandments,
the Sacraments, the Beatitudes, the
Creed, prayer and liturgy.  They are
also introduced to an overview of the
Old Testament and Christian morality

GO Math! at both the elementary and
middle school levels combines 21st-
century educational technology with
modern content, dynamic interactivities,
and a variety of instructional videos to
engage today’s digital natives. Every
student is supported through the universal
access features of the program as they
learn to think critically and apply their math
knowledge. Whether using the innovative
Online Student Edition or Write-in Student
Edition, students have all the resources
they need to succeed. The Regular course
covers the Florida State Standards for
Grade 6.  The Advanced course covers the
Florida State Standards for Grades 6 and 7.
 In General Math 1 and 2, whole number
operations, fractions, decimals, estimation,
number theory, measurement, geometry,
statistics, graphs, probability, integers,
ration, proportion, and percents are
reviewed and developed.  The two classes
differ in the level of complexity and depth
with which each topic is covered.

6th  Grade  Academics

21Religion

Mathematics
Students in Middle School receive
instruction in Earth Science, Life Science,
and Physical Science. Sixth grade students
use Glencoe/ McGraw Hill Earth and Space
Science series.  They study Earth Science,
which focuses on scientific inquiry, minerals
and rocks, plate tectonics, earthquakes and
volcanoes, weathering and soil formation,
erosion and deposition, the atmosphere and
weather and climate on the Earth. Laboratory
and process science skills are emphasized in
all three of the Science content areas.
 Emphasis is placed on analysis of data and
written communication.

English Curriculum:  Scott Foresman
Reading Street. Students will study grammar,
mechanics, usage, composition, and reading.
 Literary terms are introduced.  Students will
learn to identify and correctly use all parts of
speech, to acknowledge the difference
between vague and specific words, and to
write an essay using specific words to create
a vivid picture.  Literature study groups will
focus on group exploration of novels.

Vocabulary: Vocabulary for Achievement, by
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, is a research-
based approach to vocabulary development.
Students master vocabulary skills and
strategies with 30 lessons thematically
organized around central concepts that they
can connect with, preparing them to read,
understand, and write effectively. Vocabulary
studies are related to content areas and are
integrated with those subjects.

Science

Language Arts

Students study World History using McGraw
Hill, which includes basic geography tools
and concepts and the study of various
regions of the world.  For each region we
study physical geography and historical
overview, culture of selected countries,
cities, states and provinces.  This course also
covers early civilizations and significant
contributions of classical civilizations
including Greece, Rome and Asia.

Social Studies

www.stjcs.com
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Students will be able to write,
comprehend, and interpret words and
expressions while engaging in
conversational Spanish.

Midd le  Schoo l

The fitness components of strength,
flexibility, and endurance are
individually measured and evaluated
through a variety of activities.  A variety
of competitive activities are
introduced.  Leadership roles are
encouraged through students as
referees.

Students work with professional media to
produce paintings, sculpture, pottery and
graphics.  

They develop original works that express
faith, imagination, and creativity.  They study
master works, research artists, and can
identify art styles.

6th  Grade
Enrichment  Programs

Spanish
Middle School students follow the
NETS (National Educational
Technology Standards for Students).
 These standards include:  creativity
and innovation, communication and
collaboration, research and information
fluency, critical thinking, problem
solving and decision making, digital
citizenship, and technology operation
and concepts.

Students enhance their understanding
of movement within a variety of spaces.
 They begin to understand and
experience activities utilizing various
speeds, forces, manipulatives and
levels of movement.

Physical Education

Technology

Art

The students hear quality literature each
week, correlating with their Science or
Social Studies unit where possible.  

The following skills are taught:  identifying
 the difference between fiction and
nonfiction; selecting and using materials
suitable for their level is reinforced;
identifying and using nonfiction materials
to locate information; organizing and
presenting information and ideas by
designing a product such as a diorama,
model, or short report.  

Award-winning books are shared and when
appropriate, students may participate in
story sharing activities.

Library

Curriculum Scope

Music
Music history is introduced and studied
beginning with the Middle Ages and
continuing to present day.  Students will be
introduced to and study various composers
and their musical styles.


